Memorial Hermann’s Level One Trauma Centers Receive Verification from American
College of Surgeons

HOUSTON -- The trauma centers at Children’s Memorial Hermann Hospital and
Memorial Hermann-Texas Medical Center have each been verified as a Level One Trauma
Center by the Committee on Trauma (COT) of the American College of Surgeons. This
achievement recognizes the trauma centers’ dedication to providing optimal care for injured
patients.

“Verification by the American College of Surgeons further demonstrates the commitment
by Children’s Memorial Hermann Hospital to provide the highest level of trauma care available,”
said Charles Cox, M.D., director of the pediatric trauma program at Children’s Memorial
Hermann Hospital and distinguished professor of pediatric surgery at the University of Texas
Medical School at Houston. “Children’s Memorial Hermann was the first Level One pediatric
trauma center in the Gulf Coast region and it is the only Level One pediatric trauma center in
Houston.”

This marks the first year that Children’s Memorial Hermann Hospital has received this
verification as a separate Level One pediatric center. Memorial Hermann-Texas Medical
Center’s trauma center has maintained its Level One verification since 1993.

“As one of only two Level One adult trauma centers in a city the size of Houston, it is
important that we continually demonstrate to our patients, their families and the community at
large that we are committed to the care of trauma patients. The maintenance of this verification
for the past 16 years is a reflection of that commitment,” said John Holcomb, M.D., chief trauma
surgeon at Memorial Hermann-Texas Medical Center and director of the Center for Translational

Injury Research at The University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston.



Established by the American College of Surgeons in 1987, the COT’s
Verification/Consultation Program for hospitals promotes the development of trauma centers in
which participants provide not only the hospital resources necessary for trauma care, but also the
entire spectrum of care to address the needs of all injured patients. This spectrum encompasses
the pre-hospital phase through the rehabilitation process.

Verified trauma centers must meet the essential criteria that ensure trauma care capability
and institutional performance as outlined by the American College of Surgeons’ Committee on
Trauma in its current Resources for Optimal Care of the Injured Patient manual.

The ACS Committee on Trauma’s verification program does not designate trauma
centers. Rather, the program provides a confirmation that a trauma center has demonstrated its
commitment to providing the highest quality trauma care for injured patients. The actual
establishment and the designation of trauma centers is the function of local, regional or state
health care systems agencies, such as the local emergency medical services authority.

The American College of Surgeons is a scientific and educational association of surgeons
that was founded in 1913 to raise the standards of surgical education and practice and to improve
the care of the surgical patient. The College, which has 59,000 members, is the largest
association of surgeons in the world. Longstanding achievements have placed the College in the

forefront of American surgery and have made it an important advocate for all surgical patients.
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About Memorial Hermann

An integrated health system, Memorial Hermann is known for world-class clinical expertise, patient-
centered care, leading edge technology, and innovation. Memorial Hermann serves the greater Houston
community through 11 hospitals and many specialty programs and services, including three premier Heart
& Vascular Institutes, TIRR[Memorial Hermann, Children’s Memorial Hermann Hospital, a Sports
Medicine Institute, the Mischer Neuroscience Institute, seven comprehensive Cancer Centers, 27 sports
medicine and rehabilitation centers, a substance abuse treatment center and dozens of other specialty and
outpatient centers. Memorial Hermann operates one of two level 1 trauma centers in Houston and



provides the Life Flight air ambulance program as well as the city’s only burn treatment center. To learn
more, visit www.memorialhermann.org, or call 713.222.CARE.

About Children’s Memorial Hermann

With 11 hospitals located in the Texas Medical Center and throughout greater Houston, Memorial
Hermann is a vital healthcare resource known for world-class clinical expertise, quality patient care,
leading edge technology and innovation. Children’s Memorial Hermann is a 240-bed hospital dedicated to
pediatric and neonatal care with an additional 68 beds dedicated to women’s services. The hospital’s
special compassion and healing expertise has distinguished it as one of the finest children’s hospitals in
the nation. In partnership with The University of Texas Medical School, Children’s Memorial Hermann
specialists provide care for more than 120,000 patient visits annually, including the tiniest premature
infants, children and adolescents. Memorial Hermann takes a holistic approach to healthcare, offering
programs and services that address the physical, social, psychological and spiritual aspects of well-being.



